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How diverse the songbook  
Whence the world’s music grinder plays 
As we the tethered—the wedded ones—dance. 
 
Ah, the monkey-rope 
Wound of telling threads 
Sounded, plucked, moved by every conceivable thing. 
 
Leading and following, often out of joint 
losing the rhythm—missing the mark 
As if all the time something slippery underfoot. 
 
Or pulling, or pushing too much, or not enough. 
Notwithstanding, occasionally rescued by warm human temperance  
Arising always from a fathomless longing to be graceful. 
 
The choreography remains perpetually vague  
yet somehow it outlines a sequence of steps, 
all the while also making possible the happenings of surprise. 
 
Together circling, together mortal, together turning. 
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Barred forever the benefit of a full rehearsal. 
Step by step—often ere we’re ready—following the lead of waves. 
 
Look anywhere, see anyone 
likewise cast and crew. They are in our company, 
Called alike to having to be this way.  
 
Now here, now over there, tumultuous after it begins. 
The summons to the command performance always looming— 
Ever now. 


